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ABSTRACT 

 The work deals with the representations of the country images in linguistic 

consciousness of the Arabic students. The relevance of the chosen topic is proved 

by the fact that there are different conscious and unconscious associations to 

various country images. The study of these links greatly contributes to the 

establishment of friendly intercultural communication among representatives of 

different countries and cultures. Moreover, the importance of such research is due 

to the need of fundamental developments in linguistic science related to the 

problems of perception and reflection of reality and the ways of its fixation and 

representation in linguistic consciousness. The goal of the research is to identify, 

fix, and analyze a fragment of the Arabic students' linguistic consciousness, which 

contains conscious and unconscious knowledge of country images. The object of 

the study is linguistic consciousness of the Arabic students. The subject is the 

country images, formed in the mind. The results of the research are based on the 

material obtained in the course of the free associative experiment. The analysis of 

the constructed associative fields made possible to divide the verbal reactions into 

various semantic groups; to select the most frequent responses to the presented 

stimuli; to evaluate the value-emotional component. The conclusion allows to see 

that linguistic consciousness is a dynamic phenomenon, the formation of which is 

influenced by the modern political, economic and sociocultural changes and 

transformations. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 Country image can be defined as a specific perception of the person or a 

group of people towards a particular country. The general perception of the 

individuals can be presented within the consciousness which is gained by 

education, literature, media and Internet. The linguistic consciousness is the main 

tool to understand various concepts around us, and it is regarded as a great 

interpreter to our perceptions and thoughts.  

 The research is vital because psycholinguistics suggests to analyze country 

images through language consciousness which is viewed as a series of images that 

can be carried out by using linguistic methodology like free associative 

experiments to obtain the objective data and the language signs that can help us to 

dive deeply within the linguistic consciousness origins of our participants. 

 Our target is to analyze the country images within the linguistic 

consciousness of the Iraqi students. 

 The subject of our research is to explore and analyze various country images 

through the linguistic consciousness of the Iraqi students. 

 The object of our research is to find objective reasons for the reactions of the 

participants, and analyze these reactions.  

 The tasks of the research are: to define the term consciousness and show its 

relationships with the mind and the mental activities; to discuss  the term linguistic 

consciousness; to clarify the free associative  experiment as a main method of our 

research and analyze different country images; to present the results of the 

analysis. 

 To conduct the research the main method of free associative experiment was 

chosen that allowed us to obtain the highest level of reliable data. 

 As for the theoretical sources, our investigation is based on the works of 

such scholars as Alefirenko, N.F,Agneta, M.L, Block, N& Chomsky, 

N,Dobrovolsky D. O, Eiger, G.V&Freud,S,Jackendoff, R, Leontyev, A. A&Pinker, 

S,Raible, W& Sapir, &, Smirnov, S.D, Tarasov, E.F, Ufimetseva, N.V, and E, 

Vygotsky, L , Whorf , B. 
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 The material for our research was obtained from 150 Iraqi students (between 

18-30 years old) by means of the questionnaires written in their native language.  

 The theoretical value of the research is that the scientific concept of 

consciousness was discussed from both points psychological and psycholinguistic 

points of view, the actual relationships between consciousness and mind were 

clarified, the linguistic consciousness roots were analyzed. 

 The practical value of the research is that our results can be used as a base 

for people who work in such fields as Diplomacy, Economy, Tourism, 

Advertisements and Social interactions as the understanding of the country image 

perception is vital in all these spheres where the questions connected with the 

country relations stand from the crowed. 

 Structure and volume of the research. Our research contains 62 pages and 

consists of introduction, theoretical part (the theoretical relationships between 

consciousness and mind, discussing the linguistic consciousness, country images, 

and free associative experiment), practical part (analyzing the country images, 

Iraq, Russia, China, England, Brazil, Japan, India, Egypt and America, and 

explanation of the reasons which are behind the responses of our participants (the 

Iraqi students), results, conclusion, references and appendices. Each unit consists 

of several logically interconnected sections followed by results where we specify 

the main outcomes of our work. The total outcome of the research is summarized 

in a separate conclusion. Our references consists of 61 sources represented by 

books and articles of Russian and foreign authors. In the appendices, we give 

sample of the materials that were analyzed (questionnaires used in the analysis). 
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CHAPTER 1. GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT LANGUAGE 

CONSCIOUSNESS 

1.1. Consciousness and mind 

The issues concerning consciousness and the mind are important for many 

scientists, and these terms are also very important for linguists as well. Scientific 

outcomes may answer the major philosophical questions, and at least have an 

important impact on almost all philosophical questions. However, the scientific 

studies are just one instrument among many in the philosopher’s armory.Our 

mindsconsist of everything inside our awareness. This is the aspect of our mental 

processing that we can think and talk about in a correct way.The concepts that the 

conscious mind wants to keep hidden from awareness are repressed in the 

unconscious mind. Psychologists and Psycholinguists tried to organize the 

relationships among language, mind and consciousness of the human. Through this 

section, we will try to present and discuss the basic notions which are related to 

consciousness and human mind. 

The term “language” is notorious for its many definitions, both within and 

outside linguistics. For structuralists it was a “hidden code” (Sapir 1928), while the 

generative grammarians attempted to “naturalize” it in describing it as special type 

of “mental organ” (Chomsky 1975), “computational device” (Jackendoff 1994), or 

even “instinct” (Pinker 1994). Even some cognitive linguists have taken a similar 

direction attempting to reduce language to the operation of unconscious 

cognitive/neural operations. 

However, we consider that the problem of such attempts is that they neglect the 

essentially social nature of language. This inherently social, inter subjective and 

normative nature of linguistic signs (both lexical and grammatical) is irreducible to 

individual minds/brains (Burge, 1979). Thus, Saussure’s characterization of 

language as a “social institution”, we consider to be the most successful. Although 

one thing that he neglected was that language is used not only for “packaging” pre-

existing ideas, but for formulating them (Hutto, 2007). 
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Consciousness and mind are formal concepts and complex terms, which refer 

to wide combinations of interrelated phenomena. Generally, the mind is a wide 

term that contains consciousness in addition to cognition and memory. What the 

majority of people would believe is that consciousness indicates awake condition 

and also personal awareness that may behave, change things, and wander around. 

The mind can be regarded as a cultural concept discussed in philosophy and used 

by psychologists. The mind represents consciousness, autobiography, memories, 

personality, and the sense of time and place. 

Sigmund Freud believed that conscious mind consists of feelings, memories, 

thoughts, and desires which we can aware at any given period. These are the 

aspects of our psychological processing that we can feel and speak about it 

mentally. The largest part of this psychological process contains our memory. 

Freud didn’t regard the memory as a part of our consciousness but can be 

recovered easily at any moment and brought into our consciousness (Freud, 1938). 

Consciousness observes closely the reactions happened around the person and 

people reactions. It illuminates many assumptions of every walking movement in 

communications. It recognizes with extra-sensory perception even non-sensory 

elements of perception. It reflects the phenomenological tradition in 

communication philosophy. It helps human mind to read, interpret, digest and 

discuss the most challenging philosophical texts. It helps the human mind to think 

and learn with philosophical approach and generate the provocative ideas of the 

phenomenological tradition with the help of short readings. The approach of the 

mind will be continuously with experimental and experimental. 

According to Wolfgang Raible relations between mind and consciousness can 

be presented by the following figure. 

A first axis is the vertical one between what we consider as the outer world of 

Reality and its internal Representation. The totality of processes that are going on 

in this representation is called MIND. At the borderline between Mind and Reality 

is our body with its senses. They are the filter through which experience is mapped 

into the Mind. We tend to separate these senses and the experience they vehiculate 
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into two domains: the domain of Feelings, Sensations, and Emotions on the one 

hand, and the domain of Perception or Apprehension on the other one. ‘Perception’ 

and ‘apprehension’ are metaphors inspired by one of the senses, touch. 

The domain of perception is lexically well equipped in all our languages. Some 

of the relevant expressions are listed on the right hand side in the scheme 

(knowledge, understanding, and so on).  

 

 

Fig. 1(Aspects of consciousness and mind) 

In order not to produce an incoherent and incongruous heap of representations, 

these two domains and their respective instantiations are integrated and ordered 

over time by Memory. This memory is thought to be the basis of what we call 

Identity, which is the identity over time. 

The two sides of Mind oriented from left to right in the above scheme 

constitute a kind of scale that may be seen as a second axis in the scheme, viz. the 

horizontal one between Intentional and Unintentional processes. 
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Now what is the role of Consciousness in our languages? It is thought of as a 

detached part of Mind, best represented as a third axis perpendicular to the domain 

of Mind, namely as a level of monitoring telling me who I am, at which place I am 

actually, at what time this takes place and who are the people around myself. In 

this context, we use awareness, oriented as near synonyms of Consciousness. 

Finally, it should be mentioned that there is only one topic in the above scheme 

dictionaries generally do not refer to in the context of consciousness: 

Proprioception (Raible, 2003). 

From the point of Shota Rodinadze language functions in connection with 

consciousness have quite principle character. Language enables consciousness to 

become practical, true phenomenon as for the person, as well as for other 

communication object. It means that, the language is the tool of forming acts of 

consciousness. In other case it remains unclear for language carrier and not known 

for the others (Rodinadze, 2015). 

The second function of the language towards the consciousness is expressed in 

the following: language is a tool for expression. The essence of society’s 

consciousness is fixed and expressed with vocabulary and grammatical structure of 

the language. 

Language is a condition and the means of modeling acting processes of 

consciousness. Applying the language in speech and the development of the speech 

intention are the main condition for opening the content and so ensures the 

understanding of the content of not only by listener, or reader, but by the author of 

the statement as well. Therefore, language is the condition of understanding your 

own awareness in action.  

From the abovementioned, it is clear that one of the very important functions of 

consciousness in connection with the language is the function of developing 

language and speech styles. The types of speech structures, which are the bases of 

this kind of steady systems (or speech styles), are caused by functioning 

consciousness (Rodinadze, 2015). 
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The problem of the relationship among consciousness, mind and language as a 

psychological process has recently acquired great interest and motivated various 

researches. The reason behind that – on the first hand –the language has always 

been regarded as one of the most important psychological faculties, on the second 

hand, the variety of functions of a given language in society, its close relationship 

with communication, and a person’s mental activity have given rise to the 

introduction of new psychological methods and ideas in linguistics, which 

essentially predetermined the emergence of psycholinguistics (Aivazova, 2015). 

It should be also mentioned that there is an important connection between 

language and consciousness. Most psycholinguists consider language as an 

essential condition for consciousness. The natural features of consciousness and 

language began with the society and became an impartial part of it. The 

consciousness and the linguistic abilities are closely associated with each other and 

are connected with human activities. The major problem of language and 

consciousness created the wide range of questions in front of the philosophers and 

the scientists. The linguistic functions in comparison with consciousness have 

standard feature. The linguistic ability authorizes consciousness to be more 

practical, actual phenomenon and actual tool for communication. In other words, 

the language can be regarded as a forming machine to form acts of consciousness  

According to Natalia V. Ufimtseva, psycholinguistics is the study of 

neurobiological factors that influence the human beings to acquire, to utilize, to 

understand and to reproduce the language. In this connection, consciousness and 

mind are playing a vital role to enrich the language learning (Ufimtseva, 2014). 

Therefore, we can conclude that there is an important connection between 

language and consciousness. Most scientists consider language as an essential 

condition for consciousness. The natural features of consciousness and language 

began with the society and became as an impartial part of it. The consciousness 

and the linguistic abilities are closely associated with each other and connected 

with human activities. The major problem of language and consciousness created 

the wide range of questions in front of researchers. 
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1.2. Theoretical concepts of linguistic consciousness study 

Language is basically regarded as a distinctive feature of the humankind. There 

are many evidences to believe that it is a unique human ability that no other 

creature has (Berwick & Chomsky, 2016). Linguistic consciousness can be 

regarded as a distinctive human characteristic too. So, through our next pages, we 

are going to cover the material concerning this linguistic term. 

Psychologists regard language as a fundamental factor for all mental activities. 

Language is essential for all types of information concerning our mental activities, 

and therefore, it is vital for the ability to cover conscious conditions. The report 

ability of all psychological conditions depends on linguistic capacities as 

sometimes communication can occur even non-linguistically e.g. gesture 

communication. Therefore, linguistic capacities provide us access to our thoughts 

and thoughts of other people. Many psycholinguists associate language with the 

term “access consciousness” as a necessary condition for consciousness existence 

(Block, 1995). 

According to L.S. Vygotsky, meaning is the mental category in which thoughts 

are found and transmitted in internal and external speech. Word meaning appealed 

to Vygotsky as an essential part of consciousness analysis as it would force a 

psychoanalyst to continue understanding of the active features of consciousness. 

Therefore, the fundamental element of Vygotsky’s study of human consciousness 

was the word meaning (Vygotsky, 1986). 

Linguistic consciousness is understood as a combination of images associated 

with linguistic means, they are means of figuring, keeping and recognizing 

linguistic codes that assist the speaker to go into the process of genesis cognition as 

a capable member .W. von Humboldt was the pioneer who established this 

conception and introduced it to the knowledge. The scientist believed that language 

in its interrelations is the basic system of people’s linguistic consciousness 

(Humboldt, 1985). 

When we want to discuss the term linguistic consciousness, which, in some 

aspects, can be regarded as a synonym of “consciousness”, we should consider it 
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closely associated to the “speech origin” and comprehension. Linguistic 

consciousness stands in the center of many mental activities as it shown by the 

following figure.  

 

Fig. 2 Consciousness and mental activity 

Some linguists describe linguistic consciousness as an expressed form of the 

social traditions, as well as national culture. In other words, linguistic 

consciousness can be regarded as the basis of the conceptual and social experience 

collected by the cultural and chronological development of a specific ethnic group. 

The set of combinations between linguistic consciousness and concepts can 

classify ways of segmenting the international image of the world by the speakers. 

(Alefirenko, 2013; Zalevskaya, 2000). 

A.A. Zalevskaya also supports the understanding of the considered term by 

G.V. Yeiger. He proposes to consider linguistic consciousness as a type of 

everyday consciousness, which is a mechanism for controlling speech activity and 

forms, it stores and transforms linguistic signs together with the meanings 

expressed by them, the rules of their combination and use, as well as attitudes 

toward them (Zalevskaya, 2000: 93). G.V. Eiger notes that linguistic consciousness 

is considered to be essential for the existence and development of all other forms 

of consciousness (Eiger, 1988). 

languistic 
conciousness

learning

speech

reactions

behavior
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According to I.A.Zimnyay, linguistic consciousness of a person is an existence 

form of an individual, cognitive consciousness of a rational person (Zimnyay, 

1993). 

Yu.A. Sorokin distinguishes linguistic consciousness from consciousness, 

which he defines as a form of the intellect and spirit existence. Consciousness is an 

ensemble of cognitive-emotive and axiological structures that have a 

neurophysiological basis and work in the information-theological mode 

(anticipatory reflection). According to his point of view, the forms of 

consciousness existence as well as the ways of stabilizing verbal and non-verbal 

experience, are subject-instrumental, linguistic / speech, kinesic-proximal, and 

semiotic consciousness, through which the individual, group and ethnic experience 

and worldview are constructed (Sorokin 2007: 11). 

Potebnia stated that it is logical that linguistic consciousness cannot be 

regarded as an article for realizing processes. It can be calculated as a previous 

experience of the speaker, the reflection of the past activity, and so on. Linguistic 

consciousness can be regarded as a tool of analyses just after the transformation in 

cultural forms of the speakers’ consciousness. On other words, the experience tells 

us that the present state does not reflect our observation and we usually depend on 

our past experiences to understand the events perfectly (Potebnya, 1989). 

N.V. Ufimtseva regarded that linguistic consciousness is a language-mediated 

worldview of a particular culture (Ufimtseva 2003b). The search for national-

cultural specifics of linguistic consciousness sets the status of the linguistic 

consciousness itself: it is considered as a mean of foreign culture study in its 

objective, active and mental forms (Ufimtseva 2003: 103). 

T.N. Ushakov, in his article “Language Consciousness and the Principles of Its 

Research,” reveals several options for the use of the term language consciousness. 

One of its basic meanings should be seen in the area where consciousness 

expresses itself verbally (Ushakova 2000). Language is a hidden entity; it cannot 

mean anything by itself, without relying on perceptual and cognitive processes as 

well as the emotional and evaluative experiences of an individual. The transition to 
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the anthropocentric paradigm undoubtedly requires consideration of the language 

as a mental process, which can occur only in interaction with other mental 

processes (Zalevskaya 2003p: 31).  

Jackendoff (2007) described linguistic consciousness as a set of thoughts which 

are revealed through linguistic imagery, and are correlated with phonological 

structure. Jackendoff  thought that our visual and proprioceptive imagery also give 

us data to study our thoughts (Jackendoff, 2007: 106). 

E.F. Tarasov believes that linguistic consciousness cannot be the object of 

analysis at the time of the processes. It can only be investigated as a product of past 

activities. The most accurate idea of the linguistic consciousness of a person was 

developed in the framework of the conceptual paradigm “activity” - “culture” - 

“consciousness” - “personality” (Tarasov 1993: 8). E.F. Tarasov represented their 

correlation in the following way: consciousness, which is an ability of an 

individual to form and use mental images in communication, exists in the active 

and external forms of the products of this activity, that is, in the form of cultural 

objects. The external forms of consciousness existence are available for external 

observation and analysis and can serve as a mean to study mental images that are 

available only for introspection. Consequently, activity, cultural subjects and their 

verbal descriptions are an opportunity to analyze consciousness, a personality, and 

for a linguist it is an opportunity to judge the content of language units and speech 

messages (Tarasov 1993). 

The specificity of the scientific linguistic consciousness study lies in the fact 

that the direct non-observability of consciousness forces ontologization of 

cognitive procedures, which only make linguistic consciousness available for 

analysis and, therefore, blur the boundary between ontology and epistemology of 

linguistic consciousness (Sergiyeva 2009: 34). 

A convenient ontology for the consciousness study is the memory ontology, 

which allows one to trace and record consciousness “life” images. The use of this 

ontology is based on the fact that different mental functions of a person represent 

unequal opportunities for the analysis of images existing in one’s consciousness. 
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And it is the memory of a person as a form of mental reflection of reality, that 

consolidates, preserves and subsequently reproduces the person’s experience, 

ensures the accumulation of impressions about the world, and represents unique 

material for analyzing the images within the consciousness (Goroshko 2001: 34). 

According to E. F. Tarasov, the ontology of the linguistic consciousness 

analysis is intercultural communication, which is understood as communication 

between different culture representatives (and different languages). The speech 

products of intercultural communication serve the material for revealing the ethno-

cultural specificity of linguistic consciousness. 

To sum up, Language is a basic factor for all types of information concerning 

our mental activities. Therefore, it is very important for the linguistic researchers to 

cover conscious conditions of the language .The linguistic consciousness of a 

person was developed in the framework of the conceptual understanding and the 

cultural reflections. 

 

1.3. Worldview 

People generate their own behavior toward the world around them mainly 

through language and communication. The main problem of any communication is 

the fact that a though can’t be transformed from one mind to another. For that 

purpose we use various signs (linguistic signs) and knowledge that was formed by 

the influence of our native culture (Ufimtseva, 2014). 

According to L.P. Lobanova, “for the first time the concept of a linguistic 

worldview arises as a holistic concept in the Wilhelm von Humboldt’ writings, 

although its origin goes into deep antiquity” (Lobanova 2013: 22). According to 

Humboldt, “several languages are not the same designations of one and the same 

thing. These are her various pictures ...” (W. von Humboldt, Über den 

grammatischenBau der chines ischenSprache (1826); cit. by: Lobanova 2013: 

173). 

Sapir-Whorf hypothesis states that language is an important section of human 

and decides humans’ shape of thinking (Sapir E.1929) and (Whorf BL.1956). The 
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thoughts of the native speaker are shaped by his native language and that is why 

the speakers of different languages think about the worldview in different 

directions.  

Psycholinguists appeal to the concept of worldview in the framework of 

general psychological theory of activity, due to the problem of mutual 

understanding of speech production and perception. For the first time the term 

“worldview” was included into conceptual apparatus of psycholinguistics by A. 

Leontiev who defined the subject of this science in the following way: “the subject 

of psycholinguistics is the relationship of the personality with the structure and 

functions of speech activity, and the language as the main form of the worldview, 

on the other” (Leontyev. 1999: 9). 

D.O. Dobrovolsky, noted that the development of a personality occurs under 

the influence of the native language, as a person thinks, takes advantage of his 

conceptual network. Therefore, each language community has its conceptualization 

tools, their own worldview (Dobrovolsky, 1997). 

We can agree that the worldview is an important component of consciousness. 

This holistic and systemic reflection of reality is the basis orientation and 

behavior planning, including communicative. The worldview is heterogeneous. 

The generally accepted distinction is verbal (linguistic) and non-verbal worldview 

based on the method of information coding. Based on the method of information 

processing we can distinguish naive and scientific worldview. Finally, within 

linguistic worldview, B.V. Kasevich proposed to allocate proper linguistic and 

textual worldview, depending on the source of verbal information (Kasevich, 

1996). 

So, the worldview shows the actual world surrounding of the speaker as well as 

various conditions of his real life. It reflects social awareness of a certain group of 

people, their thoughts, their mentality, habits, and moralities. Language is the 

fortune of culture and a mirror of traditions (V.N. Telia, 1997). We can say that 

language is a reflection of cultural behavior that means that it requires a lot of 

attention to the features of social mentality and its vocabulary, linguistic structure, 
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discourse, etiquette and moral issues, through the nature of the logical activity of 

the members of a particular culture. Linguistic worldview is a reflectional 

formation of the total national opinion towards the world. This reflection includes 

the arrangement of the values of the concepts, which are associated with the 

symbols of the community. The mental abilities of the extrinsic world usually 

receive a positive estimation of other members of the community. Many linguists 

discussed these social functions of language and they recognized it in the term of 

“national-cultural features” (Maslova 2001).  

Finally, the term linguistic worldview refers to the system of opinions and 

thoughts through which a native speaker understands the world and reacts within it 

in deferent ways. Worldview shows the actual world surrounding the speaker and 

other conditions of his real life. Worldview and linguistic consciousness share the 

same mental roots and represent the integrative language system of the native 

speakers. 

 

1.4. Country images 

Psycholinguistics focuses on the problems of structure, semantics, 

comprehension and pragmatics. Once the speaker has proper understanding of 

syntax, semantics and pragmatics of his native language, it can be easy to learn 

other linguistic aspects (Scliar-Cabral, 2007). 

Hojatjodai (2011) initiated that language is considered to be the system of rules 

and structures in the mind. The psychology of thinking has created the notions of 

mental operation and sentence scheme. The image thought and consciousness are 

the roots of the psycholinguistics. When brain formulates a thought of image the 

mind consciously tries to communicate the same to another person. The medium of 

communication is language. The language is waved around the human life in the 

form of a structure and vocabulary. 

According to Willem Levelt (2013) imageless through can create a meaningless 

communication. When the speakers are learning the language, they have already 

started communicating about the images generated in their mind. The same images 
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needs to be converted and expressed in the structure and vocabulary. The images 

like culture, behavior of people around them and habituations of the local area or 

of their own environment will influence the communication. The images need to be 

synchronized with the linguistic consciousness. When the mind needs to work on 

scientific and computational view the imageless thoughts need to be formulated. In 

this view, the mind will be transformed into the state of a computer to run the 

program with basic analogy. At this stage, the computational cognition with 

consciousness acceptable for scientific study is exposed and communicated. When 

the mind is working on the linguistic consciousness, the mind senses the 

vocabulary of consciousness, belief, desire, intention and culture. All these 

essences of the folk psychology with a high level symbolic activity lay outside 

consciousness. The mind will experience the information progressing view to 

express the images through its communication within the structural framework of 

linguistic consciousness (Willem Levelt, 2013). 

Willem Levelt (2013) continued researches on the field of the linguistic images 

and he developed an important point of view. He has given reasonable illustration 

how the mind function. The mind is working like a computer. The central 

organization of mind will be working with the computer sub system. The images 

formulated in the mind are stored in the sub systems of the mind and will be 

communicated through the mouth or expressions or writings with the help of a 

ram. Random Access Memory is the structure which transmits the stored images of 

the mind in the form of expressions or speech delivery or writings. The energy to 

the literature representation is associated with the sensory system which can be 

treated as the input buffer. The stored images and used expressions in the mother 

tongue are always stored in the mind. These mental images are needed to be 

express in the formulation of communication. The mind always tries to represent 

the identification of objectives and places and central control of attentional 

orientation through consciousness as attention or working memory of mind. This 

consciousness of attention or working memory is usually combines with the 

symbolic representation within the unconscious pre-attentional system (Link, 
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1990). Language enables mind to habituate the automatic long term memory 

system with high level computation to encode and store the symbolic 

representation. The symbolic representation is formulated as an unconscious long 

term memory to remember, recognize and retrieve into the attention with 

intelligent unconscious process of search and identification (Levelt, 2013). 

Francois Dosse (1997) also described linguistic images in his book. There is no 

distinction between the graphic signs and linguistic ones. When the brain is trained 

with the internal condition the signs and linguistic images with the specific 

arbitrariness will be recognize. The images stored in the mind are retrieved with 

the help of the formulated images as the acoustic image. Reconstruction of the 

images and presentation will be done through the construction of consciousness 

and irreducible notion of the trace. The media images are stored and used with the 

mother tongue from the childhood. This is a process of convivial gathering of 

traditional media images from the mind sub-conscious regions. This intellectual 

division of mind will be working with every human being when they are delivering 

the communication with other people. The increased usage and conversion leads to 

definitively archaic or philosopher of literature. The image transformation in the 

literature representation will have the historical dimension of the analysis. The 

exotic representation of the images stored and stagnated in the mind will be 

delivered in more dynamic presentations (Dosse, 1997). 

According to the main aim of our research, we will try to clarify how “country” 

images are established and how it can be developed in the linguistic consciousness 

of the native speakers. We will emphasis on the country images because of many 

reasons. Under the statement of the modern ‘globalized world’ and media societies, 

the modern concept of the country images is becoming more important. 

Psycholinguists try to discover all the linguistic principles which exist in the 

linguistic consciousness of the speakers in order to define the phenomena of the 

country images. Also, the psycholinguists aim to give the data base to the other 

scientific branches. Nowadays, country images influences several important fields 
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like education, economy, investment, tourism, international relations, international 

diplomacy, etc .That is why we consider our research to be vital. 

 

1.5. Free associative experiment 

Linguistic consciousness and the worldview can provide an important data base 

for psycholinguistics. Psycholinguists have developed several methods to measure 

various linguistic phenomena. Free-associative experiment is one of the most 

important among them that can provide researcher with the wide range of 

information. 

Sigmund Freud was the pioneer of this method. He used it in order to analyze 

different psychological aspects and to fix psychological problems .Freud thought 

that all our mind activities have an unconscious root, and we can reach these roots 

by means of free associations. Freud developed the method of free associations, 

and provided it with extra features in order to test the intellectual censorships. 

Also, it motivates the respondent to speak freely about any thought (Freud, 

1938).Nowadays; free-associative experiment can also be used in the field of 

psycholinguistics for collecting data. The psychologists define this experiment as a 

technique in which a patient's articulation of free associations is encouraged in 

order to reveal unconscious thoughts and emotions, such as traumatic experiences 

that have been repressed.  

By means of the experimental method, it will be possible to describe the natural 

and the mental reflections of particular ethnic groups. According to N.V. 

Ufimtseva, the study of linguistic consciousness with the help of the free 

associative experiments makes it possible to drive the systematic organization of 

the content of some cultural collective consciousness, which is reflected in 

language. Also it enables the researcher to ascertain the systematic organization of 

the linguistic cognition of the members of a cultural group as a whole, and at the 

same time it shows the uniqueness of worldview association with a specific culture 

(Ufimtseva, 2016). 
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According to E.F. Tarasov, we can use linguistic consciousness to identify 

study and discover the worldview features. The mental figures, which exist inside 

the consciousness as signs, can be identified by suitable linguistic methods. 

Nowadays, psycholinguists depend on several methods of study to show the 

features of each linguistic sign in order to discover the relationships between 

various images. The free associative experiment is the most important and suitable 

methodology for psycholinguists to study these images. Free-associative 

experiment can check the invisible characteristics of the linguistic images of the 

speakers (Tarasov, 1996). 

The general form of a free associative experiment can be presented as a list of 

stimulus words, that is given to the respondents with the instruction to write 

without thinking one or more words-reactions which come to his mind during 

limited time. Then, the researcher begins to analyze these data depending on 

specific procedures. The psycholinguists usually emphasize on the number of the 

frequency of the reactions, and they differentiate between the most frequent 

reactions and less frequent ones. However, in the associative experiments all 

reactions are reflected, even the single responses mustn’t be neglected, the total 

number must be indicated separately. Thus, the researchers receive an ordered list 

of associations, which is considered an associative norm of the examined object. 

This associative collection reflects sides of the object that are clearly exposed in 

linguistic consciousness of the native speakers (Kenneth & Hanks, 1990). 

To conclude, the associative experiment is considered to be an effective applied 

method of research. Associative mechanism has a systematic nature and affects 

cultural, emotional and the linguistic consciousness of people. Generally, a set of 

associations can be regarded as a model of language consciousness of the speakers. 

 

1.6. Results 

Consciousness and mind are both informal and somewhat overlapping terms 

that refer to a broad collection of interconnected phenomena. Although generally 

speaking, the mind is a broader term that includes consciousness plus memory and 
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cognition. The nature of consciousness and mind is a question that may remain 

unanswerable but the important thing to remember is to live in awareness of how 

interconnected each of these aspects of yourself really are. Using these tips you 

will grow in self-awareness and strengthen your connections with the deepest parts 

of your consciousness. Language is a basic factor for all types of information 

concerning our mental activities. Therefore, it is very important for the linguistic 

researchers to cover conscious conditions of the language. The linguistic 

consciousness of a person was developed in the framework of the conceptual 

understanding and the cultural reflections. 

There is an important connection between language and consciousness. Most 

scientists consider language as a basic condition for consciousness. The natural 

features of consciousness and language began with the society and became as an 

impartial part of it. Consciousness and the linguistic abilities are closely associated 

with each other and are connected with human activities. The Psycholinguists 

discussed the major problems of language and consciousness, and they answered 

the wide range of questions.  

The term linguistic worldview refers to the system of opinions and thoughts 

through which a native speaker understands the world and reacts within it in 

deferent ways. Worldview shows the actual world surrounding the speaker and 

other conditions of his real life. Psycholinguists appeal to the concept of 

worldview in the framework of general psychological theory of activity, due to the 

problem of mutual understanding of speech production and perception.  

Worldview and linguistic consciousness share the same mental roots and represent 

the integrative language system of the native speakers. 

The main aim of our research is to clarify how “country” images are 

established and how it can be developed in the linguistic consciousness of the 

native speakers. We will emphasis on the country images because of many reasons. 

Under the statement of the modern ‘globalized world’ and media societies, the 

modern concept of the country images is becoming more important. 

Psycholinguists try to discover all linguistic principles which exist in the linguistic 



 

23 
 

consciousness of the speakers in order to define the phenomena of the country 

images. Also, the psycholinguists aim to give the data base to the other scientific 

branches. Nowadays, country images influences several important fields like 

education, economy, investment, tourism, international relations, international 

diplomacy, etc.We shall depend on the associative experiment as a methodology 

because the associative mechanism has a systematic nature and affects cultural, 

emotional sides of people and their linguistic consciousness.  
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CHAPTER 2. COUNTRY IMAGE ANALYSIS 

2.1. Methodological base 

We mentioned that linguistic consciousness and the worldview can provide an 

important data base for psycholinguistics. Also, we discussed the achievements of 

psycholinguists in measuring various linguistic phenomena. Free-associative 

experiment is one of the most important among them that can provide the linguistic 

studies with the wide range of information. 

We designed a free associative experiment to check the linguistic consciousness 

of Arabic students.  We wanted to check their reactions towards a group of country 

images in order to discover and analyze the particular part of Arabic linguistic 

consciousness connected with the interested phenomenon. 150students of 18 to 30 

years old took part in our experiment. Thus we managed to select the group of people 

who are going to influence the development of the country in the nearest future. They 

were given the questionnaire of 80 different words where there were inserted the 

country-words that we were interested in: Iraq, Russia, China, England, Brazil, Japan, 

India, Egypt and America. We decided to choose these countries as a subject of study 

for two main reasons. First, the Arab countries have been historically influenced by 

the civil development of the selected counties. Second there are huge interactions 

with these countries through several aspects like economy, culture and 

tourism.Respondents were asked to react to the given words in their native language, 

and after that we translated their reactions into English. 

As we mentioned in Chapter I,free associative experiments supplied us with the 

data concerning the mental visions of semantic issues and uncovered semantic 

connections between words, which objectively occur in the consciousness of the 

speakers, as all images are shaped in the linguistic consciousness through various 

associative connections on which literature, media, political and social changes have 

an incredible impact. 
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2.2. The image of Iraq 

Iraq is a country in southwestern Asia. Iraq borders Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 

to the south, Turkey to the north, Syria to the north-west, Jordan to the west, 

and Iran to the east. The capital of Iraq is Baghdad. Iraq has been known by 

the Greek name Mesopotamia which means “land between the rivers” and has been 

the home to continuously successful civilizations since the 6th millennium BC. 

The region between the Euphrates and Tigris rivers is often referred to be the 

cradle of civilization and the birthplace of writing.The strategic position of Iraq 

which is between the east and the west makes it as a straggle point between 

civilizations since thousands of years. This conflict presented a great deal of 

problems to the people of this country.  

According to the procedures of our free associative experiment, we checked the 

data to discover the image of   Iraq, which exists in linguistic consciousness of the 

Iraqi students. The image of Iraq has different associations that can be illustrated 

by the following associative field: home (45), life (30), mother (21), love (15), war 

(8), holly, peace (5), nice, big, culture, civilization (4), power, destructed, dear, 

Baghdad, bad (1). 

The presented associative field consists of 150 answers, with 16 different 

responses, where the diversity coefficient (Kp) equals to 0,11 (Kp was calculated 

according to  the formula: Kp = B:A, where A is the number of reactions, B is the 

number of different reactions). The nuclear reactions that constitute the nuclear 

base for the analyzed field are presented by the following responses, which 

compose 64% of the total number of answers: home (45), life (30), mother (21). As 

we can see, they all belong to the patriotic considerations. This class of responses 

can be enlarged by the less frequent answers that also deal with the patriotic 

description – holly (5), power (1).Also we can distinguish the following responses 

with a positive connotation: love (15), peace (5), nice, big (4), dear (1), that show 

the emotional feelings of the participants toward the studied image, while such 

reactions as culture, civilization (4) illustrate the historical aspect of Iraq. 

https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asia
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saudi_Arabia
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kuwait
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkey
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syria
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jordan
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baghdad
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mesopotamia
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/BC
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       The less frequent answers that comprise the so-called thematic associations or 

contiguity reactions complement the general image of Iraq in linguistic 

consciousness of Iraqi students. The reaction Baghdad (1) refers to the capital, 

which accrues in the middle of the country, and represents the heart of Iraq.  

In addition, to the reaction with positive connotation we have negative 

answers like war (8) destructed, bad (1), that reflect the recent events and the 

political change. 

      According to the linguistic data, the associative field consists of the following 

model classification that is presented in the Table 1. 

Table 1. The associative modelling of the image Iraq 

The reaction 

model 

Associations Percentage 

Nouns  home (45), life (30), mother (21), love (15), 

war (8), peace (5), culture, civilization (4), 

power, Baghdad (1). 

89% 

Adjectives holly (5), nice, big (4), destructed , dear, bad 

(1). 

11% 

 

To sum up, the linguistic consciousness and the worldview of the Iraqi students 

towards the country image Iraq consist of strong patriotic feelings. This country is 

associated with home, life, mother, that are considered to be the main notions for 

any person as they represent the most valuable aspects of life. Also, some reactions 

show historical background to the country as a cradle of civilisation. Although we 

can state that the present political and economic situations find their reflection in 

the linguistic consciousness of Arabic students. It helps as to understand that 

linguistic consciousness and images existing in it can vary and changed by the 

influence of different extra linguistic facts 
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2.3. The image of Russia 

Russia is the largest country in the world. Its area is 17 098.242 thousand 

square km. The state is located in Eastern Europe and northern Asia. From north to 

south the country stretches for over 4,000 km; from west to east – for almost 

10,000 km.According to the Constitution of Russia, the country is a federation and 

semi-presidential republic, where the President is the head of the state and the 

Prime Minister is the head of the government. The Russian Federation is 

fundamentally structured as a multi-party representative democracy .In recent 

years, Russia has frequently been described in the media as an energy 

superpower.Also ,Russia has great military forces and played a great rule in the 

Second World War (1939-1945). 

 According to our procedures, we checked the data to discover and analyze the 

image of Russia, which exists in linguistic consciousness of the Iraqi students. As 

a result, we got the associative field of 150 reactions: snow (25), cold (21), white 

(19), beautiful, power (10), great (9), love (7), vodka, Dostoyevsky (6), place ,bear 

(5), far, big, nature, red army (4), culture, nice, dream, weapon, war (2), freedom 

(1). 

The presented associative field consists of 150 answers, with 21 different 

responses, where the diversity coefficient (Kp) equals to 0,14. 

The nuclear reactions that constitute the nuclear base for the analyzed field are 

presented by the following responses, which compose 43% of the total number of 

answers: snow (25), cold (21), white (19). As we can see, they all belong to the 

thematic group of mediated answers through nature, describing the typical 

perception of Russia on the contrary to Iraq and Arabic countries where snow and 

cold is something extraordinary while the white color is an ordinary color of nature 

in Russia. The associations snow, cold and white have the same component within 

linguistic consciousness of the Iraqi students towards the country image of Russia. 

This class of responses can be enlarged by the less frequent answer that also deals 

with the nature description – nature (4). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constitution_of_Russia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Semi-presidential
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Head_of_state
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prime_Minister_of_Russia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Head_of_government
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multi-party_system
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Representative_democracy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Energy_superpower
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Energy_superpower
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It is interesting to mention that the analyzed associative field is characterized 

only by nominative and determinative associations. Among the reactions based on 

the principle of epithet type construction we can distinguish the following 

responses with a positive connotation: white (19), beautiful, power (10), far, big 

(4), nice (2). The answers beautiful, power (10), nice (2) show the inner perception 

of the participants toward the studied image, while far (4) and big (4) illustrate the 

location of Russia relative to Iraq and its size. 

The less frequent answers that comprise the so-called thematic associations or 

contiguity reactions complement the general image of Russia in linguistic 

consciousness of Arabic students. The reaction power (10) shows the influential 

position of the country on the international field, vodka (6) is the drink associated 

with the country, love (7), culture, dream (2) illustrate the general attitude and 

positive emotions. The reaction Dostoyevsky (6) reflects the most famous writer 

whose works are well known by the Iraqi students and Arab people. Also, we have 

the reaction   bear (5) or the (Russian bear) which is a common word to describe 

Russia in Arabic media even on the formal levels. In addition to that, we 

recognized the reaction red army (4) which represents the great role of Russia 

during the Second World War However, there are such answers as weapon, war (2) 

that can be explained by the latest tendencies in depicting Russian through the 

image of aggressor. 

According to the previous data, the associative modelling of the country image 

Russia consists of the following classification Table 2: 

Table 2. The associative modelling of the image Russia 

The reaction 

model 

Associations Percentage 

Nouns  snow (25), power (10), love (7), vodka, 

Dostoyevsky (6), place, bear (5), nature, red 

army (4), culture, dream, weapon, war (2), 

freedom (1). 

54% 
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Adjectives cold (21), white (19), beautiful (10), great (9), 

far, big(4), nice(2) 

46% 

 

To summarize, the linguistic consciousness and the worldview of the Arabic 

students illustrate various reactions towards the country image Russia. In general, 

this country has an attractive image within the linguistic consciousness of the 

Arabic people. All main reactions describe natural features of Russia; a lot of 

answers reflect some aspects related to history and literature. However, among all 

associations we can see negative reactions influenced by the modern media. 

 

2.4. The image of China 

China, officially the People’s Republic of China (PRC), is a country in East Asia 

and the world’s most populous country, with a population of around 1.404 billion. 

Covering approximately 9,600,000 square kilometers (3,700,000 sq mi), it is the 

third- or fourth-largest country by total area. Since the introduction of economic 

reforms in 1978, China's economy has been one of the world's fastest-growing with 

annual growth rates consistently above 6 percent. As of 2016, it is the world's second-

largest economy .China is also the world’s largest exporter and second-largest 

importer of goods. This country is rich in literature, folk, music, film, fashion and 

architecture, so it is now the third-most-visited country in the world. 

According to the data, the image of China has different associations that can 

be illustrated by the following associative field: industry (33), innovation (27), 

machine (24), goods, far (13), make (10), imitation (7), work, small eyes (6), east 

(5), traditions, population (3). 

The presented associative field consists of 150 answers, with 12 different 

responses for the image of China, where the diversity coefficient (Kp) equals to 

0,8. 

        The nuclear reactions that constitute the nuclear base for the analyzed field are 

presented by the following responses for the image of China, which compose 56% of 

the total number of reactions: industry (33), innovation (27), and machine (24). As 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Asia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_and_dependencies_by_population
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demographics_of_China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_economic_reform
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_economic_reform
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economy_of_China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_real_GDP_growth_rate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tourism_in_China
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we can see, they all belong to the thematic group of associative answers through the 

industrial and economical rules of China, and the influence of this rule on the general 

life of Arabic people. The nuclear reactionsindustry (33), innovation (27), machine 

(24) can describe the same concept within linguistic consciousness of the Arabic 

students which is emphasized by the less frequent reactions like goods (13), make 

(10) and work (6).Also, we have the reaction far (13)which shows the distance 

between the Arabic countries and China, that is also illustrated by the proverb: 

لب" لماط ع وال ول كان ن ي ص  " ال

 “Ask for the science even if it was in China”, which means that the person has to 

study science and learn something even far-faraway in such places like China.  The 

reaction imitation (7) indicates that the Chinese could imitate goods by lowing the 

quality level to reduce the cost. Although this answer can be considered as a negative 

one, anyway it refers to the general perception of the country as a good-producer. 

On the next step, we also want to concentrate our attention on the reactions that 

are less frequent. The answer small eyes (6) illustrate the differences in human’s 

appearance and peculiarities of Chinese look. In addition to that, the association east 

(5) refers to the geographic position of China. Population (3) shows the awareness of 

respondents about the problem of overpopulation of this country. Moreover, this class 

of responses can be enlarged by another answer which deals with the cultural 

peculiarities traditions (3), and shows that the Chinese respect and follow their 

ancient traditions. To sum up, we can regard the main Arabic associative reaction 

towards China through two central directions, which are the industrial factor and the 

cultural ones.    

       According to our data the main answer modelling can be illustrated by the 

Table 3. We can see that the prevailing number of reactions refer to the nominative 

associations, however they are accompanied by adjectives, adverbs and verbs. 
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Table 3. The associative modelling of the image China 

The reaction 

model 

Associations Percentage 

Nouns  Industry (33), innovation (27), machine 

(24), goods (13), imitation (7), traditions, 

population (3). 

 

73% 

Adjectives and 

adverbs 

far (13), east (5) 12% 

Verbs make (10)work (6) ,  11% 

Word 

combinations 

Smalleyes (6) 4% 

 

To conclude, the linguistic consciousness and the worldview of the Arabic 

students consist of specific reactions towards the country image of China. The 

analysed image has mainly two strategies of association connections, that is 

through industrial and economic development of the country.   In addition to that, 

there are also some other reactions that depict the peculiarities of the perception 

through the thematic answers that refer to cultural differences, size and general 

attitude. Anyway, the nuclear reactions like industry, innovation and machine 

summarize the overall linguistic consciousness of the Arab students to the 

described image.  

 

2.5. The image of England 

England is one of the four countries that make up the United Kingdom. It is a 

country with over 60 counties in it including Lancashire and Cornwall. All 

three countries are on the island of Great Britain and are part of the UK. About 

54.8 million people live in England (2015 estimate). The capital city of England 

is London, which is also the biggest city in the country. Other large cities in 

https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Countries_of_the_United_Kingdom
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Country
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Island
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Britain
https://simple.wiktionary.org/wiki/people
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capital_city
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/London
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England are Birmingham, Liverpool, Manchester, and Leeds. In all cases, the 

population has spread outside the formal city limits, so that the term “built-up 

area” is often used instead of the city population .England was named after 

a Germanic tribe called the “Angles”, who settled in Central, Northern, and Eastern 

England in the 5th century. A related tribe called the “Saxons” settled in the south 

of England. That is why that period of English history is called “Anglo-Saxon”. 

For the majority of this time, England did not exist as a united country. 

The Anglo-Saxons lived in many small kingdoms, which slowly united. The later 

countries of England and Wales were formed from the earlier Roman Britain 

.Culturally, the English culture began to influence the world’s cultural scene since 

1350 but Modern English literature began in 16th century. Thomas 

Wyatt and Henry Howard, Earl of Surrey wrote first English sonnets.  William 

Shakespeare is the author of the most famous sentence written in English: To be, 

or not to be, that is the question: It is the first line of prince Hamlet's monologue 

from drama The Tragedy of Hamlet.(simple.wikipedia.org.2018) 

According to the previous description, the linguistic consciousness and the 

worldview of the Arabic students are greatly influenced by the mentioned facts. 

According to our data  there is the following list of associations to the word-

stimulus England that we got from the respondents: occupation (35), English 

language (27), queen (22), medicine (13), football (11)  Shakespeare (10), world 

war (9), west, history (6), Mr. Ben, beautiful (4), nice (2),  flag of  England (1). 

      The presented associative field consists of 150 answers, with 13 different 

responses for the image of England, where the diversity coefficient (Kp) equals 0,09. 

        The nuclear reactions that constitute the nuclear base for the analyzed field are 

illustrated by the following responses, which compose 56% of the total number of 

reactions: occupation (35), English language (27), queen (22). As we can see, they all 

belong to the thematic group of associative answers through the historical and 

cultural aspects and the England’s influence on the main spheres of life of the Arabic 

community. The nuclear reaction occupation (35) describes the period of the British 

occupation of the Arabic lands that took place at the beginning of the XX century 

https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Birmingham
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liverpool
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manchester
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leeds
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denmark
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Angles
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saxons
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglo-Saxons
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Britain
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Wyatt
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https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Howard,_Earl_of_Surrey
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sonnet
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.Thus; the majority of young people continue to treat this country as an occupation 

although this historical fact remained in the past. The nuclear reaction English 

language (27) that refers to the contiguity class shows the logical thematic 

association between the stimulus-word and the answer. The third nuclear reaction 

queen (22) describes the political regime of the whole country that is a constitutional 

monarchy.  

The analysis of the less frequent reactions can help as to see the full picture of 

linguistics consciousness of the Arabic people connected with England. The answer 

medicine (13) reflects the important position of England in the medical fields and 

researches. The association football (11)can be explained through the historical 

achievements of the English people because the Arab students know very well that 

football has been invented in this country. Another important association 

Shakespeare (10) recognizes the importance of this famous writer and its influence 

on the people’s minds.The reaction world war (9) come into view to represent 

historical events that are connected with the military achievements of England in the 

World War I and World War II. 

The reaction west (6) locates the position of England which is in the western 

direction of the Arabic countries, and perhaps the students wanted to show some 

indications about the western culture and life style. Also, we paid the attention on the 

reaction history (6)that also emphasizes historical achievements of England and its 

people through many aspects like economy, sciences, industry, literature and etc.  

Ironically, the association Mr. Ben (4) also included into linguistic consciousness  

of the Arabic students to describe the country image England. The character Mr. Ben 

appeared in the 1990s in the cinema and then in cartoon films. This character 

attracted attention of million people around the world by its humor and special life 

style that is why it became the symbol of the analyzed country. The attributive 

reaction with a positive connotation such as beautiful (4), nice (2) show the inner 

attitude towards England. Finally, the reactionflag of England (1) indicates the 

formal state of this country as it appears in media and internet.  
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If we concentrate our attention on the reaction modelling, we can see that in the 

presented associative field the nominative answers prevail greatly over other types 

of reactions. Thus, we can state that the image of England is characterised by the 

neutral or positive replies that are connected mainly with thematic answers. 

Table 4. The associative modelling of the image England 

The reaction 

model 

Associations Percentage 

Nouns  Occupation (35), English language (27), 

queen (22), medicine (13), football (11) 

Shakespeare (10), world war (9), history 

(6),  Mr. Ben (4),  flag of  England (1). 

92% 

Adjectives  west (6), beautiful (4), nice (2) 8% 

 

      To conclude, the linguistic consciousness and the worldview of the Arabic 

students are rich towards the country image of England. Most of the Arabic countries 

were mandated by the United Kingdom during the previous century that had a 

considerable impact on the general perception of the country. In addition to that, 

linguistic consciousness of the young people was enriched by the impact of English 

literature, media and Internet.  

 

2.6. The image of Brazil 

Brazil (officially called Federative Republic of Brazil) is a country in South 

America. It is the world’s fifth largest country. The country has about 209 million 

people. The capital of Brazil is Brasília. Brazil was named after Brazilwood, a tree 

that once grew very well along the Brazilian coast. The first people to come to 

Brazil came around 9,000 B.C. That group of people is often called the South 

American Indians. They probably came from North America. Some of them were 

hunters and gatherers, but others were farmers.  In 1889, Brazil became a republic. 

Most people in Brazil speak Portuguese. Brazil is the only country in South 

https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Country
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_America
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_America
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capital_(city)
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America that speaks Portuguese. Brazil has the world’s largest rainforest, 

the Amazon Rainforest (simple.wikipedia.org.2019). 

Linguistic consciousness of the Arabic students carries different impressions 

towards the country image of Brazil. The main impressions, which are related to 

Brazil, focus on sport, nature, agriculture and tourism. Besides, some reactions 

describe the studied country from the position of its size and attitude towards it. 

The full list of the received reactions is the following: football (32), coffee (28), 

player (25), world cup(15), Amazon (13), South America(10),play (7),woods, far 

(5), Rio de Janeiro (4),agriculture (3), nice (2), yellow (1). 

The presented associative field consists of 150 answers, with 13 different 

responses for the image Brazil, where the diversity coefficient (Kp) is 0,09. 

The nuclear reactions that constitute the nuclear base for the analyzed image 

and compose 57% of the total number of associations are football (32), coffee (28), 

and player (25). As we can notice, they all belong to the thematic group of 

associative answers that are related to sport, nature and agriculture. The most 

common answer football (32) describes the overall interest to this sport by all 

representatives of the Brazil culture as it seems to be as a country № 1 in its 

interest to football. Football is the most popular sport in Brazil and a prominent 

part of its national identity. The Brazilian national football team has won the Cup 

tournament five times, the most of any team, 

in 1958, 1962, 1970, 1994 and 2002.The Arabian young people are addicted to the 

Brazilian football for its great achievements.   So we can recognizes this fact 

within linguistic consciousness of the Arabic student and emphasize it by the less 

frequent reactions like player (25), world cup(15) and play (7). 

  The second nuclear reaction for the image Brazil is coffee (28). It represents the 

agricultural feature agriculture (3) of this country, besides that Brazilian coffee 

merchants export coffee beans to the Arabian lands for many centuries. Nowadays, 

the Brazilian coffee represents the most favourite drink among Arabian people in 

addition to the Arabian coffee. The third main reactionplayer (25) was already 

mentioned by us in connection to football (32). Therefore, we can state that linguistic 
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consciousness of the Arabic representatives carries a great admiration towards the 

Brazilian players who have brilliant skills in football competitions. 

On the next step we want to analyze the rest of the associative field that consists 

less frequent though not less important data. The reaction Amazon (13) deals with the 

geographical phenomena that symbolize the most prominent natural feature of the 

country as Amazon is a great river that attracts imaginations of numerous people all 

over the world. Another important association that also touches the semantic group of 

geography is South America (10) which states the position of Brazil and woods 

(5)that indicates the natural attraction – rain forests that are located on the both sides 

of the great river.Rio de Janeiro (4)is mentioned as a tourist city that attracts millions 

of people who want to visit this country although it is so far (5) from them. 

The next reactions according to their frequency deal with attributive answers 

although this group is not so numerous: nice (2), yellow (1). The evaluative 

association nice reflects the general positive/ neutral attitude toward the country, 

while yellow indicates the formal color of Brazil during various sport events.  

       According to our data which illustrate linguistic consciousness of the Arabic 

students, the associative model of reaction can be presented by the following Table 

5: 

Table 5. The associative modelling of the image Brazil 

The reaction 

model 

Associations Percentage 

Nouns  football (32), coffee (28), player (25), 

world cup(15), Amazon (13), South 

America  (10), woods (5), Rio de Janeiro 

(4), agriculture (3)  

90% 

Adjectives and 

adverbs 

far (5), nice (2), yellow (1) 

 

5% 

Verbs play (7) 5% 
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      To sum up, the part of linguistic consciousness that deals with the image Brazil 

has strong relations with sport, nature, agriculture and tourism. So we can state that 

various sport events had a considerable impact on the perception of the studied image 

and the general attitude toward the country. 

 

2.7. The image of Japan 

Japan is a country in East Asia. It is a group of many islands close to the east 

coast of Korea, China and Russia. The Pacific Ocean is to the east of Japan and the 

Sea of Japan is to the west. Most people in Japan live on one of four of the islands. 

The biggest of these islands, Honshu, has the most people. Honshu is the 7th 

largest island in the world. Tokyo is the capital of Japan and its biggest city. The 

Japanese people call their country "Nihon" or "Nippon", which means "the origin 

of the Sun" in Japanese. Japan is a monarchy whose states called the Emperor. The 

earliest records on Japan are from Chinese documents. One of those records said 

there were many small countries (in Japan) which had wars between them and later 

a country, ruled by a queen, became the strongest, unified others, and brought 

peace. The Japanese began to write their own history after the 5th and 6th 

centuries, when people from Korea and China taught Japan about the Chinese 

writing system. Japan's neighbors also taught them Buddhism. The Japanese 

changed Buddhism in many ways. For example, Japanese Buddhists used ideas 

such as Zen more than other Buddhists (simple.wikipedia.2019). 

According to the data, the image of Japan has different associations that can 

be illustrated by the following associative field: inventions (27), technology (26), 

evolution (24), inelegant, economy (14), cars (13), robot (11), artificial 

intelligence, Toyota (7), eastern Asia (5), world war (2). 

The presented associative field consists of 150 answers, with 11 different 

responses for the image of Japan, where the diversity coefficient (Kp) equals to 

0,07. 

The nuclear reactions that constitute the nuclear base for the analyzed image 

are presented by the following responses and comprise 51% of the total number of 
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reactions: inventions (27), technology (26) and evolution (24). As we can see, all 

these answers belong to the semantic group of technology, as the greatest Japanese 

inventions that have a considerable influence on the life of Arabic people. The 

nuclear reactions inventions (27), technology (26), evolution (24) are accompanied 

by less frequent answers like cars (13), robot (11), artificial inelegance, Toyota (7) 

that are also related to the same thematic group while illustrating different aspects 

of scientific and technological development. 

       The reaction eastern Asia (5) that appeared in linguistic consciousness of Arabic 

students indicates the geographical position of the studied country and refers to a 

community, which carries the main features of the eastern culture. So, this answer 

combines the elements of contiguity and similarity reactions that describe a specific 

community or group of people according to their traditions, history and habits. A 

particular attention is deserved by the answer world war (2) which reflects a 

historical reality that finds reflection in the mind of Japanese representatives. 

As for the attributive reactions, we can say that they are presented by only one 

answer inelegant (14) that demonstrate the indifference of the Japanese people 

toward their look from the point of view of the Arabic people. 

Thus, the overall analysis shows that the associative field consists of mainly 

noun-reactions that reflect either the technological or geographic peculiarities of the 

country. 

Table 6. The associative modelling of the image Japan 

The reaction 

model 

Associations Percentage 

Nouns  inventions (27), technology (26), evolution 

(24), inelegant, economy (14), cars (13), 

robot (11), artificial intelligence, Toyota 

(7),   eastern Asia (5), world war (2). 

91% 

Adjectives and 

adverbs 

inelegant (14) 9% 

 



 

39 
 

To conclude, we can say that the linguistic consciousness has specific direction 

of connections, which are mainlysummarized by the nuclear reactionsinventions 

(27),technology (26), evolution (24).Although, less frequent answers can help us to 

see various sides of country perception and development. 

 

2.8. The image of India 

The Republic of India is a country in Asia. It has an area of 3,287,263 square 

kilometers (1,269,219 sq mi). It is at the center of South Asia. India has more than 

1.2 billion (1,210,000,000) people, which is the second largest population in the 

world. It is the seventh largest country in the world by area and the largest country 

in South Asia. It is also the most populous democracy in the world.  India has 

seven neighbors: Pakistan in the north-west, China and Nepal in the north, Bhutan 

and Bangladesh in the north-east, Myanmar in the east and Sri Lanka, an island, in 

the south.  The capital of India is New Delhi. India is a peninsula, bound by the 

Indian Ocean in the south, the Arabian Sea on the west and Bay of Bengal in the 

east. The coastline of India is of about 7,517 km (4,671 mi) long. India has the 

third largest military force in the world and is also a nuclear weapon 

state(simple.wikipedia.org.2019). 

According to the previous description, the part of linguistic consciousness 

connected with the country image India can be characterised by various aspects 

that are reflected in the following answers: colors (22), spicy (21), hot (19), films, 

medicine (13), elephants, Gandhi (12), poverty (9), cows ,monkeys (7)    

festivals,beliefs (5), beautiful  (3),  warmness  (2). 

      The presented associative field consists of 150 answers, with 14 different 

responses for the image of India, where the diversity coefficient (Kp) is0,09. 

        The nuclear reactions 41% form the foundation for the whole analysis that is 

why on the first step of our research we are interested in their explanation: colors 

(22), spicy (21), and hot (19). As we can see, all these answers refer to various 

semantic groups thus depicting the most noticeable features of the word-stimulus. 

The main nuclear reaction colors (22) describes the great fondness to colors while 
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organizing different religious festivals. Therefore, we can recognize this fact within 

the linguistic consciousness of the Arabic student that reflects the semantic group of 

traditions. 

The second nuclear reaction of India is spicy (21) that represents the alimental 

habit of the people of this country that signalling the importance of the semantic 

group cuisine. In addition to that, Indian merchants export all types of dressings to 

the Arabian lands for a long period of time.  

The third main reaction hot (19) refers to the climate peculiarities in India. 

However, here it should be mentioned that this answer can be also connected with the 

previous semantic group cuisine and thus emphasize the importance of reaction spicy. 

Unfortunately, we could hardly differentiate these responses through our associative 

form, as we didn’t organize the interview in order to get the explanation of some 

answers. So we can conclude that perhaps linguistic consciousness of the Arabic 

students links these two notions. 

Also, we have reactions which are less frequent but at the same time deserve our 

attention. For example, the association films (13) reflect the semantic theme that is 

related to the cultural field of cinematography as Indian films are quite popular in 

Arabic countries. The answer medicine (13) represents a positive reaction toward the 

medical skills of Indian people because many Arabic people used to go to India in 

order to get good medical treatments. 

Other important associations are connected with the country symbols. The answer 

elephants (12 )represent the religious beliefs and traditions of the Indian people. 

Moreover, a man who is riding an elephant is an attractive scene for the Arabic 

people where elephants are very rare. The organized experiment also showed us 

another symbol or ideal of the analyzed country Gandhi (12), a well-known person 

who represented an important period in the Indian history by his revolution against 

occupation.  

However, in the constructed associative field we can notice the response poverty 

(9) that reflects a tragic reality of the Indian society that is connected with some 

social problems inside India. Although it should be said that this answer doesn’t 
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show the personal negative attitude of the respondents towards the country, as it just 

states the existing problems. The general attitude is see in such associations 

asbeautiful (3) that illustrates the positive feeling of the Arabic young people. 

The rest of the answers that are listed in this section cows, monkeys (7), festivals, 

beliefs (5), warmness (2) emphasise cultural, religious and geographic aspects of 

India and strengthen the existing semantic groups of reactions.  

The reaction modelling can be presented in Table 7 that depicts the general model 

of association towards country images.  

Table 7. The associative modelling of the image India 

The reaction 

model 

Associations Percentage 

Nouns  colors (22),spicy (21) , films, medicine (13)  

elephants, Gandhi (12) ,poverty (9), cows, 

monkeys (7), festivals, beliefs (5),  

warmness  (2) 

85% 

Adjectives and 

adverbs 

hot (19), beautiful  (3) 15% 

 

To sum up, the linguistic consciousness connected with the country image ofIndia 

is mainly associated with the following semantic groups: traditions, cuisine, 

cinematography and symbolism.  

 

2.9. Image of Egypt 

       Egypt is a country in northeast Africa. Its capital city is Cairo. Egypt is 

famous for its ancient monuments, such as the Pyramids and the Sphinx. Ancient 

Egypt has one of the longest histories of any country in the world. As a province of 

the Roman Empire, it became Christian and some Coptic Church people are there 

after more than a thousand years of Muslim rule. The Fatimid Caliphate ruled 

Egypt in the tenth through twelfth centuries. Mamlukes ruled it until 1798 when 

Napoleon defeated them. Muhammad Ali Pasha soon took over and started a 
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dynasty of Khedives under the Ottoman Empire. The Empire fell apart after World 

War I. Egypt became an independent country in 1922 and the khedive became a 

king. Egypt is a member of the United Nations and the Arab League. It became a 

republic after the Army's revolution of 1952   (simple.wikipedia.org.2019). 

According to the previous description, the linguistic consciousness and the 

concepts of the worldview of the Arab students carries different impressions 

towards the country image of Egypt which is an Arabic country too .The people    

around the world have a specific worldview towards Egypt usually associated with 

the history of this ancient country. Our data which is related to  the image of Egypt  

has different associations that can be illustrated by the following associative field; 

pyramids (39) ,Nile  (30) , ancient civilization (28), cinema, (14)  films (13) 

,pharaohs (10) ,agriculture (8)    ancient  (4) , history,  Arab  (2). 

      The presented associative field consists of 150 answers, with 10 different 

responses for the image ofEgypt, where the diversity coefficient (Kp) is equal to 

0,06 (Kp was calculated according to  the formula: Kp = B:A, where A is the 

number of reactions, B is the number of different reactions). 

The nuclear reactions that constitute the nuclear base for the analyzed field are 

presented by the following reactions for the image country of Egypt, which compose 

65% of the total number of reactions: pyramids (39),Nile  (30) , ancient civilization 

(28). As we can notice, they all belong to the thematic group of associative answers 

which focus on aspects related to historical events and geographical aspects. The first 

nuclear reaction pyramids (39) describes the most common historical venues in 

Egypt , so we can recognize this fact within the linguistic consciousness and 

worldview of the Arab student. 

       The second nuclear reaction of Egypt is Nile  (30),it represents a geographical 

fact associated with this country. Nile is the longest river in the world which  passes 

many countries, it gives Egypt a lot of benefits because it is the source of the 

Egyptian ancient civilization since thousands of years. The third main reaction 

is(ancient civilization) (28) which refers history too, and  emphasizes the other 

historical responses that generalize  the linguistic consciousness of the Arab students.     
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       Also, we have the reactions which are less frequent like cinema (14),  films (13). 

The Egyptian  films are so familiar to the people of the Arabic countries since many 

years, and it reflect a lot of information within the linguistic consciousness of the 

Arab people. As well as, the reaction cinema (14), which emphases the influence of 

the Egyptian films within the linguistic consciousness of the students.  The other 

important associations are pharaohs (10).The pharaohs   represent something 

associated with religious and historical events it reflects the period of ancient 

Egyptians. The free associative experiments recognize the reaction (agriculture) (8) 

that illustrate the economical effect of Nile to the Egyptian lands. 

     Our data recognized the other reactions which are less frequent according to our 

free associative experiments. Reactions like ancient (4) and history (2), emphasise the 

historical aspects of Egypt. Also, we test the reaction Arab (2) as an indication to a 

specific grope of people describing the ethnic feature of the Egyptian people.  

       According to our data which illustrated the linguistic consciousness of Arab 

students towards the image ofEgypt, the associative modelling of the country 

image consists of the following classification as it appears in (figure 8); 

Table 8. The associative modelling of the image Egypt  

The model                The association             percentage  

Nouns  pyramids (39) ,Nile  (30) , ancient 

civilization (28), cinema, (14)  films 

(13), pharaohs (10),agriculture (8) , 

history,  Arab  (2). 

 

               97% 

Adjectives 

and adverbs 

ancient  (4)                3% 

 

To summaries, the linguistic consciousness and the concepts of the worldview of 

the Arab students consist of various reactions towards the country image 

ofEgypt.This country which is in northeast Africacan be regarded as historical 

guide for the earliest existence of the human-kind. The nuclear reactions like 
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pyramids (39),Nile  (30) and ancient civilization (28) show the main aspects of  the 

linguistic consciousness of the Arab students to describe our target. 

 

2.10. Image of America 

The United States of America (often called the United States, the U.S., the 

USA, or America) is a federal constitutional republic made of fifty states and a 

federal district. The forty-eight contiguous states and Washington, D.C., the capital 

district, are in central North America, between the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans. 

These forty-eight states are bordered by Canada to the north and Mexico to the 

south. The United States is 3.79 million square miles (9.83 million km²). There are 

about 306 million people living in it. This makes the United States the third or 

fourth largest country by total area, and third largest by land area and by 

population. America is one of the world's most ethnically diverse and multicultural 

nations. This is because of large-scale immigration from many countries. The 

U.S.A economy is the largest national economy in the world .American popular 

culture goes out to many places in the world. It has a large influence on most of the 

world, especially the Western world. American music is heard all over the world, 

and American movies and television shows can be seen in most countries 

(simple.wikipedia.org 2019). 

According to our procedures, we checked the data to discover and analyze the 

image of America which is exist in the linguistic consciousness of the Iraqi 

students. As a result, we got the associative field of 150 reactions; the Iraqi 

students reacted through different directions to reflect their linguistic 

consciousness towards this country.  

 According to the data, the image of America has different associations that 

can be illustrated by the following associative field: law (26), luxury (24), high 

buildings (20), power (12) I phone, cars (10), American army (9), films (7), 

Hollywood, horror films (5), dollar ,money (4), west, far, (3), Washington  weapon, 

war ,freedom (2). 
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The presented associative field consists of 150 answers, with 19 different 

responses, where the diversity coefficient (Kp) equals 0,13. 

 The nuclear reactions that constitute the nuclear base for the analyzed field are 

presented by the following responses, which compose 47% of the total number of 

answers: law (26), luxury (24), high buildings (20). As we can see, they all belong 

to the thematic group of mediated answers through the civil achievements of the 

United States of America. The associations law, luxury and high buildings have 

the same component within the linguistic consciousness of the Iraqi students 

towards the country image of America. This class of responses can be enlarged by 

the less frequent answers that also deal with the same description of life cars,  I 

phone (10) and dollar, money (4) . 

Also, we have the reactions which are less frequent; the reaction power (12) 

reflects a positive perception showing the role of America in the international 

events. This reaction can be emphasized by the reaction American army (9).  The 

reactions films (7), Hollywood, horror films (5)illustrate  the same cultural 

perception toward the studied image. The American  films are so common in 

Arabic countries since many years and thus the semantic field of cinema reflects a 

lot of information within the linguistic consciousness of the Arab people. 

Nowadays, the American films represent the life of the west and the western 

countries. 

Less frequent answers that comprise the so-called thematic associations or 

contiguity reactions complement the general image of America in linguistic 

consciousness of Arabic students. The reaction power (10) shows the influential 

position of the country on the international field, also we have the reactions dollar, 

money (4)  which are associated with each other to show the economical feature of 

America. The reaction west, far (3)illustrate  the position of America that it is far 

and to the west of the Arabic countries. We have the reaction Washington (2) 

which is formally an indication to the capital of America. Besides ,we recognize 

the reactions  weapon, war (2) which also can be combined together to illustrate an 

aggressive attitude towards the country image of America and can be analyzed 
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negativity. Finally, we test the reaction  freedom (2) as an perception in American  

media and through the formal levels. 

       According to the previous data, the associative modelling of the country image 

America consists of the following classification in figure 9: 

Table 9The associative modelling of the image of America  

The model                The association             percentage   

Nouns  law (26), luxury (24), high buildings 

(20), power (12) I phone, cars (10), 

American army (9), films (7), 

Hollywood, horror films (5), dollar 

,money (4), Washington  weapon, war 

,freedom (2). 

               96% 

adjectives west, far, (3)                4% 

 

To summarize, the linguistic consciousness and the worldview of the Arab students 

illustrate various reactions   towards the country image ofAmerica. This country 

which is the largest national economy in the world has an attractive image within 

the linguistic consciousness of the Arab students. The main reactions describe 

some civil achievements of America like: law, luxury and high buildings.Also, 

some reactions appear to show  some aspects related to culture  and attitude. 

 

2.11. Results 

The worldview and linguistic consciousness can provide an important data 

base and background for Psycholinguistics. The linguists have presented many 

methods in order to measure various linguistic phenomena and supply linguistics 

with the most reliable data. Free-associative experiment is one of the most 

important among them that can provide the linguistic studies with the wide range 

of information. 

     A free associative experiment has been designed to check the linguistic 

consciousness of Iraqi students.  We checked their reactions towards a group of 
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country images in order to discover and analyze the linguistic consciousness of the 

Iraqi students. 150students of 18 to 30 years old took part in our experiment. Thus 

we managed to select the group of people who are going to influence the 

development of the country in the nearest future. They were given the 

questionnaire of 80 different words where there were inserted the country-words 

that we were interested in: Iraq, Russia, China, England, Brazil, Japan, India, 

Egypt and America. We decided to choose these countries as a subject of study 

for there are a huge interaction these countries and the Arabic ones through several 

aspects like history, economy, culture and tourism.   Respondents were asked to 

react to the given words in their native language, and after that we translated their 

reactions into English. 

The linguistic consciousness and the worldview of the Iraqi students towards 

the country image Iraq, illustrated strong patriotic feelings. The image of Iraq  is  

presented as  home, life, mother. Also, some reactions show the historical 

background of the country as a cradle of civilisation. Although we can state that, 

the present political and economic situations find their reflection in the linguistic 

consciousness of Arabic students. It helps us to understand that linguistic 

consciousness and images existing in it can vary and change by different extra 

linguistic facts. 

The collected data illustrate various reactions towards the country image 

Russia. Generally, this country has an attractive image within the linguistic 

consciousness of the Arabic people. The   main reactions describe natural features 

of Russia which are presented by the geography and climate; several answers 

illustrate some aspects related to history and literature. However, among all 

associations we can see negative reactions influenced the media. 

The data which are concerned with the image of   China has presented two 

directions of associative connections, which are through industrial and economic 

development of the country .Besides; there are some other reactions that describe 

the cultural differences, size and general attitude. Nevertheless, the nuclear 
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reactions like industry, innovation and machine gave us a good perception about 

the   linguistic consciousness of the Arab students to the described image. 

The country image of England presented rich concepts within the linguistic 

consciousness of the Arabic students .As we know, most of the Arabic countries 

were mandated by the United Kingdom for a long time that had a significant 

impact on the common perception of the country. Additionally, linguistic 

consciousness of the Arabic students   was enriched by the impact of English 

literature, media and Internet.  

The analysed data illustrate   the image of Brazil through its  associations  

with sport, nature, agriculture and tourism. Various sport events had a considerable 

impact on the perception of the studied image and the general attitude toward the 

country. 

The image of Japan has specific direction of connections, which are mostly 

presented by the nuclear answers inventions (27), technology (26), evolution (24), 

while, less frequent reactions can indicate various sides of country perception and 

development. 

The collected data about the image of India is mainly associated with the 

semantic groups like traditions, cuisine, cinematography and symbolism. . This 

perception   helps us to realize that linguistic consciousness and images existing in 

it can differ and modify by different extra linguistic facts. 

        Also, we analysed various reactions about the country image of Egypt.Egypt 

has its famous historical position among the various countries for the earliest 

existence of the human-kind. The nuclear reactions like pyramids (39), Nile (30) 

and ancient civilization (28) show the most important aspects of the linguistic 

consciousness of the Arab students. 

Finally, the data which is concerned with the country image of America is 

presented by reactions related to the civil achievements of this country .Also, some 

reactions appear to show some aspects related to culture and attitude. 
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3. CONCLUSION 

Consciousness and mind are official notions and complex terms, which indicate 

wide combinations of interconnected phenomena. Normally, the mind is a wide 

term that contains consciousness in addition to cognition and memory. The 

majority of people believe that consciousness refers to awake condition and also to 

personal awareness that may behave, change things, and wander around. The mind 

is mainly regarded as a cultural concept discussed by the philosophers since 

centuries and used by the modern psychology .Generally; the mind represents 

consciousness, autobiography, memories, inner features, and the sense of time and 

place. 

The basic principle of consciousness is to observe closely the reactions which 

take place around a person and try to analyze these reactions depending on 

cultural, educational and social factors. It illuminates many assumptions of every 

walking movement in communications. Consciousness can be recognized with 

extra-sensory perception even non-sensory elements of perception. Also, it 

presents the phenomenological tradition in communication philosophy. It helps 

human mind to read, interpret, digest and discuss the most challenging 

philosophical texts .However, consciousness helps the human mind to think and 

learn by various experiences and generate the provocative ideas. 

Language is a condition and the means of modeling acting processes of 

consciousness. Applying the language in speech and the development of the speech 

intention are the main condition for opening the content and to ensure the 

understanding of the content of not only by listener, or reader, but by the author of 

the statement as well. Therefore, language is the condition of understanding your 

own awareness in action.  

There is an important connection between language and consciousness. Most 

scientists consider language as a basic condition for consciousness. The natural 

features of consciousness and language began with the society and became as an 

impartial part of it. The consciousness and the linguistic abilities are closely 

associated with each other and connected with human activities. The 
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Psycholinguists discussed the major problems of language and consciousness, and 

they answered the wide range of questions.  

The term linguistic worldview refers to the system of opinions and thoughts 

through which a native speaker understands the world and reacts within it in 

deferent ways. Worldview shows the actual world surrounding the speaker and 

other conditions of his real life. Psycholinguists appeal to the concept of 

worldview in the framework of general psychological theory of activity, due to the 

problem of mutual understanding of speech production and perception.  

Worldview and linguistic consciousness share the same mental roots and represent 

the integrative language system of the native speakers. 

The main aim of our research was to clarify how “country” images are 

established and how it can be developed in the linguistic consciousness of the 

native speakers. We emphasized on the country images because of many reasons. 

Under the statement of the modern ‘globalized world’ and media societies, the 

modern concept of the country images is becoming more important. 

Psycholinguists try to discover all the linguistic principles which exist in the 

linguistic consciousness of the speakers in order to define the phenomena of the 

country images. Also, the psycholinguists aim to give the data base to the other 

scientific branches. Besides, country images influences several important fields 

like education, economy, investment, tourism, international relations, and the 

international diplomacy. 

The associative experiment is considered to be an effective applied method of 

research. Associative mechanism has a systematic nature and affects cultural, 

emotional and the linguistic consciousness of people. Generally, a set of 

associations can be regarded as a model of language consciousness of the speakers 

.A free associative experiment has been designed to check the linguistic 

consciousness of Iraqi students.  We checked their reactions towards a group of 

country images in order to discover and analyze the linguistic consciousness of the 

Iraqi students. 150students of 18 to 30 years old took part in our experiment. Thus 

we managed to select the group of people who are going to influence the 
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development of the country in the nearest future. They were given the 

questionnaire of 80 different words where there were inserted the country-words 

that we were interested in: Iraq, Russia, China, England, Brazil, Japan, India, 

Egypt and America. We decided to choose these countries as a subject of study 

for there are a huge interaction between these countries and the Arabic ones 

through several aspects like history, economy, culture and tourism.   Respondents 

were asked to react to the given words in their native language, and after that we 

translated their reactions into English. 

The linguistic consciousness and the worldview of the Arabic students were 

rich towards the country images and it illustrated several directions as it is shown 

by the following: 

1. The country image Iraq reveals strong patriotic feelings to describe the 

mother country home (45), life (30), and mother (21). 

2. The country image Russia has an attractive image within the linguistic 

consciousness of the Arabic people. The main reactions mainly describe its 

natural features snow (25), cold (21), and white (19). 

3. The country image China reflects some industrial and economical rules, and 

the influence of this rules on the general life of Arabic people industry (33), 

innovation (27), and machine (24). 

4. The country image England reflects some historical and cultural aspects 

occupation (35), English language (27), and queen (22). 

5. The country image Brazil has strong relations with sport, nature, agriculture 

and tourism football (32),coffee (28), player (25). 

6. The country image Japan has specific direction of connections, which are 

mainly summarized by various sides of country perception and development 

inventions (27), technology (26), evolution (24). 

7. The country image Indiais mainly associated with traditions, cuisine, 

cinematography and symbolism colors (22), spicy (21), and hot (19). 
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8. The country image Egypt is presented by the historical heritage and the 

geography of this countrypyramids (39), Nile (30), ancient and civilization 

(28). 

9. The country image Americais presented by reactions related with the civil 

achievements of this country law (26), luxury (24), high buildings (20). 
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Appendices 

Appendix 1.  Questionnaire for Iraqi students: 

 

حن مهتمون بما اكتب االنطباع االول الذي ياتي لمخيلتك عند سماعك للكلمات ادناه. ال تجهد ذهنك بالتفكير, ن

.  تعنيه لك هذه الكلمات فقط , شكرا لمشاركتك   

. :......................امال المعلومات رجاءا .         العمر: ...............                    المهنة )المستقبلية(   

باط لمة االرت ك باط ال لمة االرت ك  ال

فل   رجل  ط

فة  ي يت  وظ  ب

لم  يب  ح ب  ط

يض  يئ  اب س  

قود  يد  ن  ج

شمس  ير   ب  ك

سود  في  ا صح  

ل  برازي يال  ال  خ

ي  يم  ذك ل ع  ت

ندس  ان  مه ياب  ال

ق  خوف  صدي  

عة  ي ب سان  ط  االن

حر  صحة  ب  

صر  ير  م ث  ك

لم   حب  ف

قل   عمل  ع

 ماء  زوجة 

ا  عراق  اورب  ال

يح  ب ضر  ق  اخ

ة  صداق م    اال

ضوع   مطرب  مو

يم  ل ع ت يال عال يد  ال ع س  
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ب   موت  طال

م  ع  مؤل سري  

شرطي  يا   س  رو

بان  ذه ق  ت  طري

لم  احمر   مع

تع  م  مم عال  ال

يارة  س لة   عائ  ال

ند  ه ل  ال اك  ي

سة   مهمة  مدر

كا  سور  امري ي روف  ب

ب  ا  اال  ان

ير  غ ص ين   ص  ال

 وطن  درس 

يار  كر  ط ف  ي

 زوج  حرب 

ترام  قالل  اح ت س  ا

صاص  ت وة  اخ  ق

نة  ترا  مدي ل ك  ان

 امراة  حظ 

ة  تاب  حري  ك

لب  صف  ك  

طار  نة  ق  مه

شجرة  ياة    ح

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

61 
 

The English variant of the questionnaire: 

Write the first association that comes to your mind when you see the following 

words. Your association is not restricted by anything ,we are interested in your first 

reaction! Thank you .Before you start ,please ,write down your: 

Nationality ……………………………. Age …………  

Your (future) profession …………………………….. 

Your association 

to  the word  

         The word  Your association 

to  the word  

     The word 

 

 Job  Man 

 Dream  House  

 White  Doctor 

 Old  Bad 

 Money   Good 

 Sun  Big 

 Black  Journalist  

 Brazil  Imagination  

 Engineer  Education  

 Fear  Japan 

 Nature  Friend  

 Sea  Human being 

 Egypt  Health  

 Film  Many  

 Very  Love 

 Mind  Work 

 Wife  Water 

 Europe  Iraq 

 Ugly  Green 

 Friendship  Mother 

 Subject  Singer 
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 Higher education   Happy 

 America   Death 

 Pain  Quick  

 Policeman   Russia  

 To go  Road 

 Red  Teacher  

 Programmer   World 

 America  Family 

 Joy  To eat  

 Car  Duty 

 India  Professor 

 Always   china 

 Father   Motherland 

 Dog  To think  

 Small  Husband 

 Lesson   I 

 Pilot  Power 

 War  woman 

 Respect  England  

 Profession  Book 

 City  Classes 

 Luck  Professional 

 Freedom  Life 

 Career  clever 

 


